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Around the Town with Melody Dennis

River Oaks City Council Members Sworn-In Nov. 17

      River Oaks City Council members are: (l-r) Steve Holland, Dan
Chisholm, Darren Houk, Mayor Joe Ashton, Yolie Rodriguez, and John
Claridge.

      River Oaks past and present Mayors include: (l-r) former Mayor Jack
Adkisson, New Mayor Joe Ashton and retiring Mayor Herman Earwood.

      River Oaks City Secretary Paula Luck and City Administrator Marvin
Gregory award retiring Mayor Herman Underwood a city flag and other
keepsakes.

      The new Mayor in River Oaks, Joe Ashton, is surrounded by family at
the ceremony. Pictured is: (l-r) Ashton’s sister, Jennifer; mother, Karen;
daughter, Ruby; father, Joe; and niece, Sidney.

(photos continued on page 6)
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Happy Thanksgiving!
May your family be blessed with prosperity, good health and happiness!

~ from the staff  of  the River Oaks News ~
Bo Underwood, Publisher

Emily Moxley, Vee Horn, Denise Honeycutt and John Loven

http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
http://eepurl.com/g3m8OX
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CLASSIFIEDS
     A.V. Cato Elem-
entary Principal Mi-
chelle Strambler and
student Andrealouise
Esparza.

     The 2020-2021
A.V. Cato Elementary
Yearbook Cover Art
Contest winner is
f i f t h - g r a d e r ,
A n d r e a l o u i s e
Esparza.  
     Andrea lou ise ’s
teacher, Ms. Lee,

From Castleberry ISD

A.V.  Cato Yearbook Cover Art Contest
Winner

reports that Andrealouise is a very sweet stu-
dent, a joy to have in class, and is academical-
ly focused.  
     The fifth-grader has proven her abilities in
a research project she completed on Lewis and
Clark - she went above and beyond in her
work and included information, pictures, and
videos.  
     Andrealouise takes her time when com-
pleting work and is becoming a great writer.

She also enjoys drawing and is very creative. 
     Her yearbook cover depicts this year’s
school theme: “You Have To Be Willing To
Listen To Other Voices - You Can’t Harmonize
Alone” inspired from the movie, “TROLLS
World Tour”. 
     Contact the A.V. Cato Elementary office to
order a yearbook and admire the artistic ability
of one of our students. 
     Way to go Andrealouise!

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protection”
Warranty on all parts and labor • Up-front
pricing. No overtime charges. Senior &
Military discounts. 100% Financing avail-
able. W.A.C. • All credit cards accepted.
Call 817-563-COOL(2665) TACLB26642

EMPLOYMENT / JOBS

COMPUTER

A/C HEATING

BEAUTY/HEALTH

CENTURYCENTURY A I RA I R COND I T I ON I NGCOND I T I ON I NG
A/C Tune up $59.00 Free Estimates on

Replacements. Best Price Guaranteed. Experienced
Technicians. All work Guaranteed, No Gimmicks. Residential

& Commercial. 817-244-5567 TACLA022067
Serving the Community Since 1977.

CONCRETE

J U A R E ZJ U A R E Z
CONCRETE/FENCING
Commercial & Residential
Concrete Slabs, driveways,
patios, stone & rock work,
walls, carports, Quality
Work, FREE Estimates
817-896-9805
817-578-3329

8120-A White Settlement Rd
817-945-comp(2667)
or 817-437-8580

Virus Removal &
Upgrades, Office Furn.
Fax & Copy Services
Toner Cartridges

A+, Network+ Certified

Texan Sky JewelryTexan Sky Jewelry
Handcrafted
in River Oaks

www.TexanSky.etsy.comwww.TexanSky.etsy.com
Free shipping and local

delivery.

Your Mary Kay Advanced Product Consultants
Shop with us: MaryKay.com/Huitt

Connect with us:
Facebook.com/groups/HuittMK

Join our team for 50% commission!

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT NEEDED
to help with bookkeeping, payroll processing, and file

management for the Benbrook Public Library.
Position is part-time, 24-30 hours per week, and open
until filled.  Please submit a completed application
(https://www.benbrooklibrary.org/employment-

application) and return to Steve (steve@benbrookli-
brary.org). Job description is available upon request. 

Happy Thanksgiving

http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
http://www.suburban-newspapers.com
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Shop Small Businesses Saturday, Nov. 28
     Small Business Saturday is scheduled for
Saturday, Nov. 28. This nationwide effort is
poised to direct retail traffic and revenue to
small businesses.
     The idea for this special day is to encour-
age people to shop small during the post-

Thanksgiving weekend and support their local
economies. It has become a holiday shopping
traditional dedicated to supporting all kinds of
businesses, from the corner store, to your
favorite local restaurant, to your neighborhood
comic book shop, and everything in between!

Joleen 
Gray Skipworth

Thinking of selling, buying
or renting a home?

Call Me!
817-932-3543BURGERBURGER

NIGHTNIGHT
ISIS

BACK!BACK!
Veterans of Foreign WarsVeterans of Foreign Wars

(VFW) Post 10429(VFW) Post 10429
Public Welcome! $7 DonationPublic Welcome! $7 Donation
Friday, Nov. 27 • 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Also available: 
Onion Rings/Fries & Grilled Chicken Salad.
US 377 South of I-20 left turn at Dutch

Branch Park Lake Access (Stevens Drive)

CLASSIFIEDS

From the Sports Desk with John Loven

CHS Cross Country Runners Make
Usual Trip to State

regional meet qualified for the state meet.  
      Head coach Bart Beasley shared that it was
“recently posted that only 81 high school cross
country runners in the state of Texas have quali-
fied for the State Cross Country meet all four
years of high school.  Only three runners in Class
4A have accomplished this.  Haylee Bentley is one
of those to make this list.”  
      Coach Beasley also pointed out that he feels
very strongly Caitlin Buendia would have made
this list as well if she had been able to compete at
regionals.  
      Also, the only reason Alejandro Ramirez did
not make this list is because he did not run cross
country his freshman year (this is his third consec-
utive year to qualify for state). 
      The state meet was held on Tuesday, Nov. 24
at Old Settler’s Park in Round Rock.  
      Results were not available by press time but
look for them in next week’s edition.

      The Castleberry High School cross country
team has high expectations every year. This is pro-
gram has won many championships and has qual-
ified many runners to state over the last decade.
Just three years ago, the girls team almost won the
state championship, finishing as the runner-up.
That same year they also had the state runner up in
the individual standings (Caitlin Buendia).  
      The COVID-19 affect on the UIL cross coun-
try programs kept the CHS boys and girls teams
from advancing to the regional meet.  Both teams
finished third in district (probably the toughest 4A
district in the state of Texas) which normally
would have qualified them to advance. But, the
UIL wanted to limit the number of teams/partici-
pants in the meet so they only allowed the first and
second place teams from each district to advance
– thus eliminating CHS teams from advancing.  
      However, CHS did qualify four individuals for
the regional meet (two boys and two girls).  They
were seniors Chasten Burks, Alejandro Ramirez,
Haylee Bentley and Caitlin Buendia.
      Two of the students qualified to advance and
assured that Castleberry once again would be rep-
resented at the state cross country meet.  
      Haylee Bentley (who finished 12th) and
Alejandro Ramirez (who finished 10th) at the

Give
Thanks!

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC For All
of Your Electrical Needs & Wants! No
Job is too Small! Located in White
Settlement & will serve the surrounding
areas. Fair Prices! TECL 25541 John
Morton 817-771-6356

CARR’S REMODELING
Doors, windows, trim, carpentry, decks,
fences. Int./Ext. painting, textures.
Kitchens, bathrooms, room additions &
carports.  30 yrs. Exp. Insured.817-995-
6968

TURNER PAINTING 
Interior, Exterior, Faux finishing, Tape,
Bed, Texturing, Acoustic removal,

Drywall repair, Tile work & flooring.
Michael 817-406-6644

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

ELECTRIC

EMPLOYMENT / JOBS

PAINTING SERVICES

K and K
Fencing LLC.

Privacy, Chain link,
Wrought Iron
Residential or
Commercial.817-219-0649

FENCING
HAYWOODHAYWOOD
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interior & Exterior.
Remove popcorn, wallpa-
per, tapebed texture & exte-

rior wood repair, Over
30yrs. exp. Ref. Free Est.
Call 817-454-6489

                 
                 

TTI is an Equal Opportunity Employer – M/F/PV/D TTI, Inc. – The Specialist in Electronic Component Distribution 

Now Hiring Full-Time  

 

Warehouse Operators 

Apply Today!  www.tti.com/careers 

•  Overtime Hours Available  
•  Starting Hourly Pay $12.65  

1pm – 9pm or 2pm – 10pm  Shift Openings!! 

!"#$%&'(!)*&+)""',(-%+'.)/0'(1(2%"%+3(4'5#'60(7(89(%*,(:;9(,%30(1(<%=>?+)/*,@A+/?(2=+''*(4'B/#+',(1(C2(A#D")$%()+(EFA(4'B/#+',(

Order Picking 1(Shipping  
•  Great Benefit Package 
•  Tuition Reimbursement  
(

Peace, Love & Prosperity
to ALL!

LYNCO FENCE
Residential • Commercial

Chain Link • Wood
Fence Repair • Free Estimates

Bobby Lynn
(817) 246-5641
Cell: (817) 994-8302
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      In what has most certainly been one of the
most unusual years in memory, the nation will
mark Thanksgiving once again on this fourth
Thursday in November.  It is part of a long tradi-
tion that has spanned many generations, including
historical parallels in Texas. 
      Perhaps the most notable Thanksgiving feast
was that of the Pilgrims at the Plymouth Colony
on Nov. 22, 1621.  It had been a difficult year for
the English settlers who had arrived in
Massachusetts the previous November. The
Wampanoag tribe, which controlled most of
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, made offers of
friendship to the Pilgrims, sharing their food as the
colonists struggled through the winter and then
taught them about raising crops in the area.   
      After a bountiful harvest that fall, the Pilgrims
decided to organize a feast to give thanks to God
for their good fortune. In the spirit of gratitude, the
Wampanoags were invited to join them in what
became a three-day feast. The meal was quite dif-
ferent than the usual fare seen on American tables
today. Using what was available locally, they ate
swans, seals, deer, fish, and lobsters. 
      Such celebrations to give thanks to God were
not unusual among Europeans in general during
that time period.  By the time of the famous 1621
Thanksgiving at the Plymouth Colony, other feasts
to give thanks had occurred already in other parts
of the nation.  
      In 1541, Spanish conquistador Francisco
Vazquez de Coronado had a special Thanksgiving
Mass held for him and his men not far from what
is now Amarillo and the Palo Duro Canyon in cel-
ebration of their good fortune. 
      In 1565, Spanish conquistadores led by Pedro
Menendez de Avile at the settlement of St.
Augustine, Florida, held a special Roman Catholic
mass and later a feast to give thanks to God for
their safe arrival. They invited members of the
local Timucua tribe to join them.   
      In 1598, more than 500 Spanish colonists led
by Don Juan de Onate arrived at San Elizario, near
modern-day El Paso, and had a special day to give
thanks for their own good fortune.  This has led
some to claim San Elizario as the site of the First
Thanksgiving.   
      As for the Pilgrims, the Plymouth colonists
and the tribes did not repeat the occasion in 1622.
In 1623, after a difficult year of droughts that
threatened the crops, late rains rescued the har-
vest.  As it proved to be much more bountiful than
expected, the colonists again had a celebration to
give thanks that November. Tragically, relations
with the Wampanoag tribe deteriorated in the
ensuing decades with the initial gestures of friend-
ship forgotten and the tribe shattered by war.

Nevertheless, New England residents would con-
tinue to have periodic Thanksgiving observances
in the years afterward, often organized by the local
churches. 
      In spite of a few instances of Thanksgiving
observances in the South, it did not catch on as an
annual observance as it did in New England.  The
tradition, however, spread northward into the
British colonies in Canada, where observances
remained mostly local until the late 1800s.  It was
established as an official national holiday in
Canada in 1957, and because of Canada’s shorter
growing season, on the second Monday in
October. 
      New York became the first state to declare
Thanksgiving a holiday, starting in 1817.  Efforts
were made to make it a national holiday in the
1820s, led by noted writer and educator Sarah
Josepha Hale of New Hampshire.  Up until the
Civil War, the date of Thanksgiving was left to the
states and made more of a local observance.  Dates
for Thanksgiving ranged from early October
through the end of December.  
      In 1863, Secretary of State William H. Seward
convinced President Abraham Lincoln to make it
a national holiday on the last Thursday in
November.  Lincoln announced the holiday as a
day to give thanks to God for the blessings the
nation had and added that all Americans should
remember the widows and orphans the war creat-
ed.   
      In 1941, the holiday officially became the
fourth Thursday in November from that point
onward.  President Harry Truman started the tradi-
tion of pardoning one turkey for Thanksgiving in
1947. 
      Other nations have also adopted
Thanksgiving, inspired by the American example.
Liberia, which was founded by former American
slaves, marks Thanksgiving as the first Thursday
in November, dating back to 1821. Brazil made
the fourth Thursday in November its
Thanksgiving holiday in 1966 after their ambassa-
dor to the United States saw the American holiday
firsthand. 
      Turkey sales have topped $1 billion annually
in the past few years.  Many churches and commu-
nities still continue with the initial spirit of
Thanksgiving by reaching out to the poor and
homeless with food drives and community
Thanksgiving meals prepared and served by vol-
unteers.  
      Though the coronavirus pandemic may damp-
en many travel plans and gatherings out of precau-
tions for public health, millions of Americans will
still pause to consider what they are thankful for.

Texas History Minute

A History of Thanksgiving by Dr. Ken Bridges CLASSIFIEDS
PLUMBING BY RICHARD 

Master Plumber Lic.#M15853.*Repairs
*Drains Cleared *Slab Leaks *Water
Heaters Remodels, 45yrs. exp. Cards

Accepted 817-907-0472

LONNIE BRAVO
PLUMBING Drain cleaning, slab
leaks, electronic locate & repair. Sewer
repair, gas test, tankless water heaters,
bathroom & kitchen remodeling 817-
715-6747 M3881

TIGERT & DAUGHTERS
Irrigation 25 yrs. exp.

We do it All!
817-480-8465  lic #4543

PLUMBING

SPRINKLER/IRRG.

• Trimming 
• Hauloffs
• Stump Removal

Expert Takedowns

Lic. & Insured   817-371-8597

Lawn care &
prune bushes.
20 yrs. Exp.
Free Estimates
for Scheduled
Seasonal Lawn mowing.

817-988-2249

I MOW 4 YOU

Insured For Your Protection
• Trimming • Removals • Stump Grinding

• Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed
FREE ESTIMATES

817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

LANDSCAPE/LAWN SERVICES

PLUMBING
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Public Notice
      Notice to construction contractors, labor unions, and
private individuals.  YMCA Camp Carter intends to
solicit continued assistance from the Department of
Defense’s Innovative Readiness Training Program.  The
assistance will include horizontal foundational work
including dirt work, road/bridge building, roof and
sewer/sanitation repair on several cabins and buildings,
clearing of overgrowth/trees, and development of a new
gun range to support the building of a camp facility for
children and adults.  The proposed assistance will take
place at 6200 Sand Springs Road, Fort Worth, Texas
76114.  Construction contractors, labor unions, or pri-
vate individuals who have questions or wish to voice
opposition to military assistance for this project may
contact Holly Martin at 817.738.9241 or via email at
hmartin@ymcafw.org no later than 30 days after publi-
cation of this notice. Persons not filing comments within
the time frame noted will be considered to have waived
their objections to military assistance for this project.

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree
trimming leaf removal & fertilizing.
No job too Big/Small Sr. Discounts

817-793-9096.

LANDSCAPE/LAWN SERVICES

SERVICES PROVIDED

MR. SWEEPS
Chimney Cleaning
Fal l  Spec ia l !

$10 OFF
Dryer Vent or Chimney Cleaning
www.MrSweepsChimneyCleaning.com

817-692-5624

Our service includes:
• Large Tree Experts
Full Tree Service
• Stump Removal

817-249-YARD(9273)
www.c3lawnandtree.com

Fully Insured

TreeService
Benbrooks 

#1 In Customer Satisfaction

Advanced Tree Services
• Big Tree Removal (big/small) • Perfection Trimming •
Debris Removal • Stump Grinding  • Shrub Trimming •

Fire Wood • Senior Discount.
FREE ESTIMATES •  FULLY INSURED
www.NorthTexasTree.com
817-249-8733

Mention This
Ad. for
Discount

TT HH RR EE EE   DD AA YY   WW EE EE KK EE NN DD
FF OO RR EE CC AA SS TT

EXTENDED FORECAST: CLICK HERE

Friday, Nov. 27:
AM -  Mostly cloudy, with a high near
63. W/NW wind 5-10mph becoming N
in the morning. Winds could gust as
high as 20mph. Chance of precipita-

tion is 60%.
PM - A 40% chance of showers.

Mostly cloudy, with a low around 46.
North wind around 10mph, with gusts

as high as 20 mph.

Saturday, Nov. 28:
AM - A 50% chance of showers.

Mostly cloudy, with a high near 59.
PM - A 30% chance of showers.

Partly cloudy, with a low around 40.

Sunday, Nov. 29:
AM - A 20 % chance of showers.
Mostly sunny, with a high near 58.

PM - Mostly clear, with a low around
36.

https://forecast.weather.gov
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River Oaks City Council Swearing-In (photos continued from page 1)

      New River Oaks Mayor Joe Ashton is sworn in as his daughter Ruby
holds the Bible.

      New City Council member Yolie Rodriguez is sworn in as her father
watches.

      Returning city councilman Dan Chisholm is sworn in as his wife,
Sharon, holds the Bible.

      Pictured left: River Oaks Event Center Co-directors, Shirley Wheat
(left) and Shirley Bloomfield, wish retiring Mayor Herman Earwood a
pleasant retirement and thank him for the many good things he did during his
17 years on the council.

      Mayor Joe Ashton presents Dan Chisholm with a plaque commemorat-
ing his election to a second term on the council.

      Mayor Joe Ashton awards Yolie Rodriguez a plaque commemorating
her placement as a new City Council member.

      Retiring Mayor Herman Earwood passes the torch as he gives new
Mayor Joe Ashton a plaque. Mayor Ashton's daughter Ruby holds the
plaque.

Happy Thanksgiving!


