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From the White House Historical Association

From the River Oaks Fire Department

A History of White Santa Claus is Coming to Town!

House Presidential
Turkey Pardons

Beginning with George Washington,
many presidents declared their own days of
thanksgiving before Abraham Lincoln made
it an official holiday in 1863 and Franklin
D. Roosevelt signed legislation in 1941 des-
ignating the fourth Thursday in November
as the federal Thanksgiving Day holiday.

Reports of turkeys as gifts to American
presidents can be traced back to the 1870s.

Turkey presentations at the White House
became national news in the 1920s with ac-
counts of turkeys taking exciting cross-
country trips to the White House and
arriving dressed for the occasion in goggles
and sweaters, inside their decorated coops.

John F. Kennedy was the first to unoffi-
cially pardon a turkey by telling attendees
at the presentation, “Let’s keep him going.”

Patricia Nixon sent gifted turkeys to
Oxon Hill Children’s Farm, while Rosalynn
Carter sent some to a Evans Farm Inn to live
in a miniature zoo.

In 1989, the formalities of pardoning a
turkey became a White House Thanksgiv-
ing tradition when George H.W. Bush re-
marked, “Let me assure you, and this fine
tom turkey, that he will not end up on
anyone's dinner table, not this guy -- he's
granted a Presidential pardon as of right
now -- and allow him to live out his days on
a children's farm not far from here.”

Since then, each year the president has
pardoned a turkey or two in an official cer-
emony.

Off duty employees from the River Oaks
Fire Department will volunteer their time to
escort Santa Claus around River Oaks in his
sleigh!

The schedule is as follows:

* District 1 - Tuesday, Dec. 10 at 6:30
p.m. Santa will be at the City Park to meet
with kids from the area from 7:45 to 8:30
p.m.

* District 2 - Thursday, Dec. 12 at 6:30
p.m. Santa will be at Irma Marsh Middle
School to meet with kids from the area from
7:45 to 8:30 p.m.

* District 3 - Tuesday, Dec. 17 at 6:30
p.m. Santa will be at the Community Center
to meet with kids from the area from 7:45
to 8:30 p.m.

* District 4 - Thursday, Dec. 19 at 6:30
p.m. Santa will be at Castleberry Elemen-
tary to meet with kids from the area from
7:45 to 8:30 p.m.

*Note - children are asked to stay in
yards or off the street when Santa drives by.
Children may visit Santa at the appointed
stopping points for the given night in your
neighborhood. (see graphic on page 6)

From the City River Oaks
Hometown

Christmas Event

The City of River Oaks will host a
Hometown Christmas event on Saturday,
Dec. 7 at 6 p.m. at City Hall, located at 4900
River Oaks Blvd.

There will be more than 20 local ven-
dors, selfies with Santa, CISD student per-
formances, ornament creations, hot cocoa
and more! Sign up here to join the parade.

From the City River Oaks

City Hall Closed

Today & Tomorrow

City Hall and the River Oaks Event
Center will be closed Thursday, Nov. 28
and Friday, Nov. 29 for Thanksgiving.

Regular residential garbage will not be
collected on Thursday, but both sides of the
City will be collected on Friday.

May you & your family enjoy good health and happiness!

af! Happy Thanksgiving!
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From the staff of the River Oaks News:
Bo Underwood, Publisher
Emily Moxley, Editor

Vee Horn, Denise Honeycutt and John Loven
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From the Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney
Be Safe, Not Sorry, This Holiday Season

As you gear up to shop online and have
gifts shipped to your home, keep one thing
in mind this holiday season, “Porch pirates”
are getting bolder.

Many of these thieves will steal pack-
ages from your front doorstep even if
there’s a car in the driveway and a video
camera on the door. Some actually follow
vehicles from Amazon and other delivery

* Require a signature on delivery.

 Ask neighbors to pick up your pack-
ages when they are delivered.

* Install a video doorbell camera that
might deter criminals.

Legal Notice

CASTLEBERRY WDEFENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
STATEMENT OF REYENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES M FUND BALANCES

* Schedule your packages to be delivered
when you are home, or have your packages
delivered to your place of business.

* Choose in-store pickups, rather than
home delivery.
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Publishers of the
Benbrook News, River Oaks News and

White Settlement Bomber News

ca”ahans Publisher: Boyden Underwood, publisher@suburban-newspapers.com
\' ( Appliance Inc I nS- Home Editor: Emily Moxley, suburbannews@sbcglobal.net
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from Founders Online, National Archives and Records Administration

Thanksgiving Proclamation

New York, 3 October 1789
By the President of the United States of America, a Proclamation.

=

st L L e L L

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God,
to obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and
favor - and whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested
me “to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and
prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of

= Almighty God especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form
L. of government for their safety and happiness.”

A Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next
to be devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being,
who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be - That we
may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks - for his kind care
and protection of the People of this Country previous to their becoming a Nation - for the
signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his Providence which we
experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war - for the great degree of tran-
quility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed - for the peaceable and rational
manner, in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our
safety and happiness, and particularly the national One now lately instituted - for the civil
and religious liberty with which we are blessed; and the means we have of acquiring and
diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and various favors which he
hath been pleased to confer upon us.

And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications
to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other
transgressions - to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our sev-
eral and relative duties properly and punctually - to render our national government a
blessing to all the people, by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and constitu-
tional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed - to protect and guide all Sov-
ereigns and Nations (especially such as have shewn kindness unto us) and to bless them
with good government, peace, and concord - To promote the knowledge and practice of
true religion and virtue, and the encrease of science among them and us - and generally
to grant unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be
best.

Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of
our Lord 1789.
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From the Mary Isham Keith Chapter, National Daughters of the American Revolution

NSDAR Celebrates Veterans Day and Native American

Heritage Month

Mary Isham Keith Chapter’s November chapter meeting was a won-
derful gathering filled with thanksgiving and celebration, learning about
Native American culture, and presenting awards.

The chapter honored veterans with a Veteran Tribute Table of family
veteran photos. Attendees were given poppies to wear on Nov. 11 by
Laura Tauzel, Commemorative Events Chair and Chaplain Betty Coe
Manuel read the poem, In Flanders Fields.

Kim Simpson presented A Glimpse of Native American Heritage,
informing about her Native American heritage and the culture of the
Kiowa and Cherokee people. She shared personal family artifacts and a
video of a Pow Wow and Native American dancing. Kim was presented
a certificate and a donation was made in her honor to Bacone College,
a private Indian college in Muskogee, Oklahoma. The NSDAR pro-
motes the continuing education of the history and culture of Native
Americans, as well as the support of the educational and cultural pur-
suits of its citizens.

Pictured: Historic Preservation Chair Virginia Brown, Regent Charl-
sey Holler and Katrina Lorenzen.

Pictured: The Veteran Tribute table display.

Finally, chapter member Katrina Lorenzen was presented the Histo-
ric Preservation Award by Historic Preservation Chair, Virginia Brown,
for her work restoring Jackie Cochran’s Beech Aircraft at the Fort Worth
Vintage Air Museum. This aircraft was the last plane owned by Co-
chran. It was donated to the museum and is being restored as part of a
program to honor women in aviation.

The NSDAR is a non-profit, non-political volunteer service organi-
zation and lineage society. More than one million women have found
purpose and passion in DAR membership.

For more information, how to find an American Revolutionary pa-
triot or DAR and programs, email mikregent2023@gmail.com.

Pictured: Regent Charlsey Holler and Katrina Lorenzen with the
Jackie Cochran display.
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Use Tap to Pay When Possible to Avoid Credit Card Skimmers

When you head out to the Black Friday sales with your credit
card, remember to tap to pay or use a trusted payment app on a
mobile phone when possible, instead of inserting your card into
the payment pad or swiping the card to pay.

The Texas Financial Crimes Intelligence Center (FCIC) and the
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR) have ad-
ditional advice for avoiding credit card skimmers at the gas pump
and at other payment devices, and they’ve gathered it into a PSA
on the TDLR YouTube channel.

Most skimmers have been placed deep inside the gas pump cab-
inet and it won’t be obvious that something’s wrong, but there are
still some things consumers can check for before using a credit
card at a gas station:

* Look at the gas pump and cabinet — do they look damaged, or
look like they’ve been tampered with?

At gas stations and other stores:

» Wiggle the card slot — is it loose?

* Look at the keypad — is it loose or does it look like something
has been placed on top of it?

Additional ways consumers can protect themselves:

 Always use a credit card, not a debit card, if you’re not going
to pay cash, this protects the PIN and prevents access to a bank ac-
count.

* Set card usage or transaction alerts for bank and credit card
accounts. Most major banks offer apps that allow real-time mon-
itoring of accounts.

* Regularly monitor credit card and bank statements for fraud-
ulent charges or suspicious transactions.

The FCIC, which coordinates law enforcement investigations
into organized financial fraud, was the first statewide unit of its
kind in the United States and operates as a partnership between
TDLR and the Smith County District Attorney’s Office. TDLR reg-
ulates motor fuel metering and quality and collects consumer com-
plaints and merchant reports related to credit card skimmers. The
Smith County DA aggressively investigates and prosecutes crim-
inals engaging in organized financial crimes such as fraud related
to gasoline pump skimmers.

About TDLR

TDLR provides regulatory oversight for a broad range of oc-
cupations, businesses, facilities, and equipment in Texas. The
agency protects the health and safety of Texans by ensuring they
are served by qualified, licensed professionals. Inspections of in-
dividuals, businesses, and equipment are done on a regular basis
to safeguard the public. Currently, the agency regulates 38 busi-
ness and occupational licensing programs with almost 1,000,000
licensees across the state.

Visit TDLR s website for more information and resources. You
can search the TDLR licensee database, and also find past vio-
lations in which a final order was issued against companies or in-
dividuals. TDLR's Customer Service line is available anytime
between 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, at 1-800-803-
9202. TDLR representatives are fluent in English, Spanish and
Vietnamese.

From The Warm Place

The WARM Place, a Grief Support Center For Children

What is The WARM Place:

The WARM Place (What About Remembering Me Center, Inc.)
1s a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization providing grief support serv-
ices to children and their families, as well as young adults ages 19-
25, who have experienced a death loss. We also provide a
continuing program of grief education and training.

Does The WARM Place offer counseling services:

No, we offer peer support groups. At The WARM Place, we
support a “companioning” approach in our work with children who
are grieving. As children experience grief at The WARM Place,
they share their stories and hear the stories of others with similar
death losses. The sharing of stories allows them to incorporate the
loss, not only in their heads, but also in their hearts—and that is
where healing begins.

If you feel you or your child would benefit from individual
counseling, we would be happy to provide names of counselors
and community agencies in your area.

Are all children accepted into the groups?
The WARM Place program does not fit the needs of every child.

The purpose of an intake appointment is to assess each child's
needs. If a child's situation requires other intervention, the Group
Director will refer the family to another program, such as individ-
ual counseling.

How are the groups organized?

Groups are divided by grade (K-3rd, 4th-5th, 6th-8th, and 9th-
12th) and the type of death loss the child has experienced. Each
night of the week is designated for a different type of death loss:
parent, brother/sister, and grandparent/friend/other family member.
When do the groups meet?

Our regular ongoing groups meet every other week on either
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday evening from 6:15
p.m.— 8:30 p.m.

The Young Adult and Pre-K groups meet at different times
throughout the year.

For more information, call 817-870-2272 or complete the form
on the Warm Place website.
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A History of Thanksgiving

The nation will mark Thanksgiving once again on this fourth Thurs-
day in November. It is part of a long tradition that has spanned many
generations, including historical parallels in Texas.

Perhaps the most notable Thanksgiving feast was that of the Pilgrims
at the Plymouth Colony on Nov. 22, 1621. It had been a difficult year
for the English settlers who had arrived in Massachusetts the previous
November. The Wampanoag tribe, which controlled most of Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island, made offers of friendship to the Pilgrims, sharing
their food as the colonists struggled through the winter and then taught
them about raising crops in the area.

After a bountiful harvest that fall, the Pilgrims decided to organize a
feast to give thanks to God for their good fortune. In the spirit of grat-
itude, the Wampanoags were invited to join them in what became a
three-day feast. The meal was quite different than the usual fare seen on
American tables today. Using what was available locally, they ate swans,
seals, deer, fish, and lobsters.

Such celebrations to give thanks to God were not unusual among Eu-
ropeans in general during that time period. By the time of the famous
1621 Thanksgiving at the Plymouth Colony, other feasts to give thanks
had occurred already in other parts of the nation.

In 1541, Spanish conquistador Francisco Vazquez de Coronado had
a special Thanksgiving Mass held for him and his men not far from what
is now Amarillo and the Palo Duro Canyon in celebration of their good
fortune.

In 1565, Spanish conquistadores led by Pedro Menendez de Avile at
the settlement of St. Augustine, Florida, held a special Roman Catholic
mass and later a feast to give thanks to God for their safe arrival. They
invited members of the local Timucua tribe to join them.

In 1598, more than 500 Spanish colonists led by Don Juan de Onate
arrived at San Elizario, near modern-day El Paso, and had a special day
to give thanks for their own good fortune. This has led some to claim
San Elizario as the site of the First Thanksgiving.

As for the Pilgrims, the Plymouth colonists and the tribes did not re-
peat the occasion in 1622. In 1623, after a difficult year of droughts that
threatened the crops, late rains rescued the harvest. As it proved to be
much more bountiful than expected, the colonists again had a celebration
to give thanks that November. Tragically, relations with the Wampanoag
tribe deteriorated in the ensuing decades with the initial gestures of
friendship forgotten and the tribe shattered by war. Nevertheless, New
England residents would continue to have periodic Thanksgiving obser-
vances in the years afterward, often organized by the local churches.

In spite of a few instances of Thanksgiving observances in the South,
it did not catch on as an annual observance as it did in New England.
The tradition, however, spread northward into the British colonies in Ca-
nada, where observances remained mostly local until the late 1800s. It
was established as an official national holiday in Canada in 1957, and
because of Canada’s shorter growing season, on the second Monday in
October.

New York became the first state to declare Thanksgiving a holiday,
starting in 1817. Efforts were made to make it a national holiday in the
1820s, led by noted writer and educator Sarah Josepha Hale of New
Hampshire. Up until the Civil War, the date of Thanksgiving was left to
the states and made more of a local observance. Dates for Thanksgiving
ranged from early October through the end of December.
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In 1863, Secretary of State William H. Seward convinced President
Abraham Lincoln to make it a national holiday on the last Thursday in
November. Lincoln announced the holiday as a day to give thanks to
God for the blessings the nation had and added that all Americans should
remember the widows and orphans the war created.

In 1941, the holiday officially became the fourth Thursday in No-
vember from that point onward. President Harry Truman started the tra-
dition of pardoning one turkey for Thanksgiving in 1947.

Other nations have also adopted Thanksgiving, inspired by the Amer-
ican example. Liberia, which was founded by former American slaves,
marks Thanksgiving as the first Thursday in November, dating back to
1821. Brazil made the fourth Thursday in November its Thanksgiving
holiday in 1966 after their ambassador to the United States saw the
American holiday firsthand.

Turkey sales have topped $1 billion annually in the past few years.
Many churches and communities still continue with the initial spirit of
Thanksgiving by reaching out to the poor and homeless with food drives
and community Thanksgiving meals prepared and served by volunteers.

Though the coronavirus pandemic may dampen many travel plans
and gatherings out of precautions for public health, millions of Ameri-
cans will still pause to consider what they are thankful for.

FIRE DEPT.
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817.246.2473

| DEADLINE: Monday at Noon.

AIR & HEATING

PRECISION AIRE & HEAT
“Licensed and insured for your protec-
tion” Warranty on all parts and labor
Up-front pricing. No overtime charges.
Senior & Military discounts. 100% Fi-
nancing available. W.A.C. « All credit

cards accepted. Call 817-563-
COOL(2665) TACLB26642

LEON’S
CONCRETE SERVICES
Commerinal, Reirdeninal, Sedewnails

Slata, Fafron, Dirvetway, Stepi
Reratning Wall Brinbed

817-371-859

Licensed and | nvured
leon@leansireeservice bii

DRAIN CLEANING

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
Sewers, sinks, grease traps,
camera & locating.
A+BBB Rated contractingblankenship@outlook.com
Master Plumber M8479. 817-831-4000
ELECTRIC SERVICES

CALL MORTON ELECTRIC
For All of Your Electrical Needs &
Wants! No Job 1s too Small! Located in
White Settlement & will serve the sur-
rounding areas. Fair Prices! TECL 25541
John Morton 817-771-6356

HARTMAN’S HONEY DO'S
We will do the job your Honey can't or
won't. Lite-electrical, plumbing and car-
pentry. Fences, roof, tile & sheetrock re-

pair. Handicap grab bars & much more.
Free Est. 817-249-2028

AUTOS FOR SALE

2011 CHEVY ImpALA LT Actual miles
72,500, Runs Great, One owner $5,000
OBO call 817-229-4818

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.

YOUR ONE STOP REMODELING CONTRACTOR
Residential/Commercial

Kitchens, baths, showers, add-ons, custom
cabinets. lic.# M8479 A+BBB Rated

contractingblankenship@outlook.com

817-831-4000

Roofing, siding, patios, windows, brick
work, foundations work, Ext./Int. Painting
& Sheet rock, carpentry, wood & chain
fencing, handicap work 817-296-2880

HAYWOOD PAINTING
Interior & Exterior. Remove popcorn,
wallpaper, tape bed texture & exterior

wood repair, Over 30yrs. exp. Ref. Free
Est. Call 817-454-6489

LONNIE BRAVO PLUMBING

Drain cleaning, slab leaks, electronic
locate & repair. Sewer repair, gas test,
tankless water heaters, bathroom &
kitchen remodeling 817-715-6747
M38813 Senior & Veterans discounts.

FINANCING AVAILABLE w/LOow PAYMENTS.
WWW.LONNIEBRAVOPLUMBINGLLC.COM

Drain stoppage, water leaks, water
heaters, sewers replaced, water repip-
ing, camera sewers, faucets installed,

gas lines, Repair/Replaced.
A+BBB Rated contractingblankenship@outlook.com
Master Plumber M8479. 817-831-4000

ALEX’S LAWN SERVICE
FREE Est. Trash hauls, cleanup, tree
trimming leaf removal & fertilizing. No
job too Big/Small Sr. Disc. 817-793-
9096.

Suburban Newspapers, Inc. is
grateful for our advertisers
and our readers!

L.
| T |
I MOW 4 YOU gipis
Will Do Your Mowing & Leaf Work!
Free Estimates W/Scheduled Work!

817-988-2249

Bill Blankenship Contracting Inc.
Tubs, showers, floors, backsplashes etc.

A+BBB Rated, contractingblankenship@outlook.com
817-831-4000

TREE SERVICES

Rubens Tree Service LgnﬁST“E sﬂrqu
Fire Wood Special Re- Expert Takedowns
moval, Trimming, Pruning,

Hauling off. y

Call Ruben im}_

- - = | inmbie T

817-513-0233 | [hwiih "0 Wood
Lic. & Inaed  H17-3T1-E39T

Father & Son
Tree Service
“We Go Out On A
Limb For You”
* Trimming * Removals
* 24 Hour Storm Re-

(A
\?
|
sponse * No Tree Too
,' | | Small or Large * Dead
o] Wood, Mistletoe Remo-
{ | ¢ val * Sick Tree Treat-
" ment* Tree Repair
#. . % Cabling* Stump Grind-
ing * Lot Clearing
Don’t Let Tree Limbs
Damage Your Property
SENIORS, FIRST RESPONDERS &
HEALTHCARE WORKERS DISCOUNTS
Call Us For FREE Estimates &
Inspections 817-296-2880

Chad’s Tree Service

Insured For Your Protection
* Trimming * Removals ¢ Stump Grinding
* Systematic Tree Feeding

Satisfaction Guaranteed

FREE ESTIMATES
817-246-5943 or 817-221-2201

SERVICES PROVIDED

D & M SERVICES Small to Big Jobs. Re-
pair/remodeling, painting, plumbing drains
lines cleared, & Fencing, reasonable. Mili-
tary & Snr. Disc. 817-233-5339

#

SAVE THE DATE
FOR OUR ANNUAL

Hometown
Christmas

SANTA NEEDS HELPERS

JOIN A COMMITTEE TO HELP
PLAN, ORAGANIZE AND DECORATE
FOR THE EVENT

~PARADE PLANNING~ENTERTAINMENT-
~KIDS' CORNER~HOT COCOA STAND

i

‘ SIGN UP HERE

' HOMETOWNCHRISTMAS@RIVEROAKSTX.COM
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS, INC.

White Settlement Bomber News ® Benbrook News * River Oaks News
7820 Wyatt Drive Fort Worth, TX 76108
817-246-2473
www.suburban-newspapers.com

INSURANCE
PRECISION Aire & Heat LYNCO Fencing I MOW 4YOU PETER POLINSKY Insurance
817-563-2665 ... 817-246-5641 ........ 817-988-2249 817-560-9400
precisionaire@sbcglobal.net BOB YOUNG Fencing corvetteron@hotmail.com .. peter@polinsky-insurance.com
— LIANCE 817-495-5543 CUUUUALEXPS Lawn Care (Ifl AL’I/‘Hi )%J%ANCE&
> ; 1071 all year/ages) Medicare
8120 White Settlement Rd 8196 _Obamacare 817—874.-7569
817-439-2080 TAMMY WRIGHT, BROKER LONNIE BRAVO Plumbing Marilyn-Kaye.com - Online Quotes
Wright Realty Services DFW 817-715-6747
MICHAEL’S PC Repair Cell: 682-472-9041 lonniebravo@sbeglobal.net AU AICE NG (DN 071572
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Weekend Forecast

Friday, Nov. 29:

AM - Sunny, with a high near 54. North wind around 5 mph becoming east in the afternoon.
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 37. South southeast wind around 5 mph.

Saturday, Nov. 30:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 63. South wind 5 to 10 mph becoming north northwest in the
afternoon. Winds could gust as high as 20 mph.
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 35. North wind around 5 mph.

Sunday, Dec. 1:

AM - Mostly sunny, with a high near 54.
PM - Partly cloudy, with a low around 35.

Extended Forecast Click Here




